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The Council of  Scientific Industrial Research (CSIR) has been ranked world's 12th 

best government institution, according to a report. 

 

Out of  746 institutions, France's National Centre for Scientific Research was 

ranked first followed by Chinese Academy of  Science, China. 

 

The institutes were ranked by a prestigious Scimago Institutions Rankings that 

ranks institutes based on the research performance, innovation and social impact. 

 

"CSIR had improved its position among government institutes after being at 14th 

spot for three consecutive years," CSIR officials said. 

 

The overall global ranking of  CSIR also improved from 110 to 99th position. 

http://www.oneindia.com/india/india-s-csir-ranked-world-s-12th-best-government-institute-2164336.html 

July 26, 2016 
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In a major achievement, the Council of  Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR) has been ranked 12th in the world 

among the government institutions in the world. 

 

The apex research body has improved its position after being at 14th spot for three consecutive years, according to 

2016 report of  the prestigious Scimago Institutions Rankings. 

 

The overall global ranking of  CSIR also improved from 110 to 99th position. CSIR leads the country at the top spot 

and is the only Indian organization to have found a place among the top 100 global institutions 
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CSIR RANKS 12TH IN THE WORLD AMONG GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS: 

SCIMAGO INSTITUTIONS RANKINGS  
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The Council of  Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR) has been ranked 12th in the world among the government 

institutions in the world, improving its position after being at 14th spot for three consecutive years, according to 2016 

report of  the prestigious Scimago Institutions Rankings. The overall global ranking of  CSIR also improved from 110 to 

99th position.  

 

CSIR leads the country at the top spot and is the only Indian organization to have found a place among the top 100 global 

institutions.  

 

The Scimago rankings is a classification of  academic and research related institutions ranked by a composite indicator 

that combines three different sets of  indicators based on research performance, innovation outputs and societal impact 

measured by their web visibility.  

 

The ranking measures areas such as:  

 

Research 

Output, international collaboration, normalized impact (leadership output), high quality publications, excellence, scientific 

leadership, excellence with leadership and scientific talent pool  

 

Innovation  

Innovative knowledge and technological impact  

 

Societal impact 

Web size and domainõs inbound links  

  



The constituent institute of  CSIR, the CSIR-National Institute for Interdisciplinary Science and Technology (CSIR-

NIIST) has been ranked first among Indian government research institutions, improving its global overall ranking from 

425 to 353. The CSIR-NIIST became the first among 59 ranked government institutions in the country, followed by 

CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory (CSIR-NCL), Pune and Indian Institute of  Chemical Technology (CSIR-IICT), 

Hyderabad.  
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CCMB-SCIC INK MOU ON SICKLE CELL DISEASE RESEARCH 
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The city-based, Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), a premier institute under Council of  Scientific and 

Industrial Research (CSIR) has signed a long-term Memorandum of  Understanding (MoU) with the Sickle Cell Institute 

Chhattisgarh (SCIC), Raipur, an autonomous institute of  the Government of  Chhattisgarh. 

 

Sickle cell anemia is a serious disorder of  hemoglobin metabolism and is widely prevalent in the States of  Chhattisgarh, 

Maharashtra, Gujarat, and Orissa and sparingly in other places. Sickle cell anemia is an inherited form of  anemia ñ a 

condition in which there aren't enough healthy red blood cells to carry adequate oxygen throughout the body of  an 

individual. The disease occurs globally due to a single mutation in the beta globin gene and follows an autosomal 

recessive pattern of  inheritance meaning that parents are usually the carriers of  defective beta globin gene and the 

disease occurs when both copies of  the defective gene are inherited together in the children, CCMB said in a press note. 

 

The MoU combines the clinical expertise of  the SCIC with the molecular biology expertise and genetic testing 

experience of  CSIR-CCMB. Under the MoU, both institutes will strive to reduce the burden of  Sickle Cell Anemia, 

primarily, in the State of  Chhattisgarh.  

 

Dr Pradeep K Patra, Director General, SCIC, Raipur informed that they had already screened 15 lakh individuals in the 

State under the State-sponsored programme and identified 10 per cent of  them to be carrier for the disease. Both CSIR-

CCMB and SCIC will work together to identify eligible carrier couples who are at risk of  giving birth to an affected child 

and follow them with genetic testing, prenatal diagnosis and genetic counselling. 

  



Speaking on the occasion, Dr Rakesh Mishra, Director, CSIR-CCMB said, "We are committed to reducing the societal 

burden of  sickle cell anemia in India and countries like Cyprus and Sardinia have already been successful in the near 

abolition of  risk of  hemoglobinopathies by such collaborations of  scientists and clinicians.ò 

 

The disease manifests early in life and leads to variable clinical course in different individuals despite all of  them 

carrying the same mutation. Rakesh Mishra said both institutes would also conduct cutting-edge research to identify 

molecular markers to understand the molecular basis of  these differences and thus help identify newer management 

strategies and eventually a therapy for the disease. 

 

The MoU was signed by Dr Rakesh K Mishra, Director, CSIR-CCMB and Dr Pradeep K Patra, Director General, SCIC 

in the presence of  Dr G R Chandak, Senior Scientist and In-charge, Molecular Diagnostics and Dr M Vishnupriya, Head 

of  PME at CSIR-CCMB. 
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Apple production in the district known for its diverse 

temperatures marked by hilly areas and dense forest cover is 

increasing after scientists of  the Hyderabad-based Centre for 

Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB) recently distributed 

two-and-a-half  ðyear-old apple saplings to girijans free of  

cost.  

 

More Girijans are taking to apple cultivation, particularly in 

Kerameri Hills, which have been found to be ideal site for 

raising the delicious fruit. These hills, described locally as 

Telangana Shimla, match the beauty of  those found in 

Kashmir where during the winter the mercury touches four 

degrees Celsius. The weather matches that of  Shimla with a 

thick blanket of  fog. 

 CSIR-CCMB  

 

More Girijans are taking to apple cultivation, particularly in Kerameri Hills, which have been found to be ideal site for 

raising the delicious fruit. These hills, described locally as Telangana Shimla, match the beauty of  those found in 

Kashmir where during the winter the mercury touches four degrees Celsius. The weather matches that of  Shimla with 

a thick blanket of  fog. 

 

A farmer of  Danora village, Balaji, took up apple cultivation. The CCMB scientists visited his farm and confirmed that 

the weather conditions were suitable for growing the fruit. Balaji told The Hans India that he and other farmers had 

been raising the fruit after being given the saplings. He planted 150 trees in one acre land. He says the fruits would be 

ready next year.  



Farmers are happy that apple cultivation will fetch them profit, as the required rainfall is recorded in the village. Hafiz, 

Arif , Madhav Keshab, Rama Rao, Dastagir are following the example set by Balaji. They have planted the saplings in 

their respective lands in Kerameri and Jodeghat villages, following the interest created by the scientistsõ visit. Kerameri 

ZPTC Member Kalim is also cultivating apples. Farmers of  nearby mandals of  Jainur and Asifabad are also showing 

interest to grow the delicious fruit. 

 

Farmers say that they have suffered losses after raising paddy. Following the demand for apples, a farmer, Rama Rao, is 

hopeful that there will be a turn for the better in their lives. He told THI that if  the weather conditions turn suitable 

locally grown apples could hit the market here next season. This optimism is shared by the Horticulture department 

officials. However, Girijans want the cost of  cultivation to be reimbursed. 
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Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), through its constituent laboratories jointly developed scientifically 

validated herbal product NBRMAP-DB as anti-diabetic, hypoglycemic formulation with hepato-protective and anti-

oxidant properties. The knowhow for the product was licensed to M/s AIMIL Pharma Ltd., Delhi who are manufacturing 

and marketing it as BGR-34. It has been reported by M/s AIMIL Pharma Ltd. that the product has shown consistent 

growth right from the initial promotional phase since Oct, 2015 with the total sales turnover being Rupees 25 crores and 

about approximately a million diabetic patients benefited.  

 

Ministry of  AYUSH through Central Council for Research in Ayurvedic Sciences (CCRAS), an autonomous organization, 

under Ministry of  AYUSH has taken the following steps during the last two years to promote Ayurveda:- 

 

ÅTribal Health Care Research Programme in 15 States/UTs involving 16 CCRAS peripheral Institutes under Tribal Sub 

Plan.  

 

ÅAyurveda Mobile Health Care Programme under SCSP has been initiated in 18 states involving 20 CCRAS peripheral 

Institutes.  

 

ÅSwasthya Rakshan Programme has been initiated in 19 states involving 21 CCRAS peripheral Institutes.  

 

ÅIntegration of  Ayurveda in NPCDCS programme at 3 identified districts viz. Gaya (Bihar), Surendranagar (Gujarat) and 

Bhilwada (Rajasthan).  

 

ÅAyurvedic Health Centres under NE Plan of  CCRAS is being initiated in 3 states viz, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and 

Sikkim involving 3 CCRAS peripheral Institutes through 20 health care centres.  

 CSIR 

 



Further, the Ministry of  AYUSH also takes up the following Information, Education & Communication (IEC) activities:  

 

ÅDissemination of  IEC material and other published information through National/State level Arogya Mela, medical 

camps and exhibitions in different states of  the country.  

 

ÅFurther, the council has been generating awareness among common masses in scientific community in the country and 

abroad by publishing research journals, Technical report and monographs.  

 

In addition the system is being promoted under National AYUSH Mission (NAM).  

 

This information was given by the Minister of  State (Independent Charge) for AYUSH, Shri Shripad Yesso Naik in 

written reply to a question in Rajya Sabha today 
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ROTATING SOLAR POWER TREE TO CATCH MAXIMUM SUN  
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A 'solar power tree' that takes up only four square feet of  space and generates enough power to run about five households 

is being upgraded to include a rotating motor to help it align with changing sunlight, its designer said on Tuesday. 

 

Developed by CSIR-Central Mechanical Engineering Research Institute (CMERI) in West Bengal, under the leadership 

of  scientist Sibnath Maity, it resembles a tree with branches at different tiers and could be used on rooftops and highways. 

 

It helps harness maximum solar energy in minimum space. 

 

"It uses four square feet of  land to produce 5KW of  power. We are now improving the design and incorporating a motor 

which would be aligned with a timer so that the tree can move from east to west depending on the sunlight. This way it 

can absorb maximum solar energy," Maity told IANS. 

 

The tree was recently launched by Union Minister of  Science and Technology Harsh Vardhan. 

 

"The branches hold up the 30 photovoltaic panels and the system costs around Rs 5 lakh with battery back-up. Because 

the solar panels are higher up, it can get one hour more sunlight," Maity said. 

 

The technology has been licensed to a Kolkata-based company and more companies as well as individuals have requested 

for installations, he said. 

 

 

 CSIR-CMERI  
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A 'solar power tree' that takes up only four square feet of  space and generates enough power to run about five 

households is being upgraded to include a rotating motor to help it align with changing sunlight, its designer said 

on Tuesday. 

 

Developed by CSIR-Central Mechanical Engineering Research Institute (CMERI) in West Bengal, under the 

leadership of  scientist Sibnath Maity, it resembles a tree with branches at different tiers and could be used on 

rooftops and highways.A 

 

It helps harness maximum solar energy in minimum space. 

 

"It uses four square feet of  land to produce 5KW of  power. We are now improving the design and incorporating a 

motor which would be aligned with a timer so that the tree can move from east to west depending on the sunlight. 

This way it can absorb maximum solar energy," Maity told IANS. 

 

The tree was recently launched by Union Minister of  Science and Technology Harsh Vardhan. 

 

"The branches hold up the 30 photovoltaic panels and the system costs around Rs 5 lakh with battery back-up. 

Because the solar panels are higher up, it can get one hour more sunlight," Maity said. 

 

The technology has been licensed to a Kolkata-based company and more companies as well as individuals have 

requested for installations, he said. 

 

 CSIR-CMERI  
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INDEPENDENT CONSULTANTS TO MONITOR GREATER NOIDA 

CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 
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The Greater Noida authority on Tuesday said that it has decided to 

select 10 to 12 independent structural consultants to monitor the 

construction of  group housing, commercial and other buildings. 

 

Earlier, on June 24, 2016, the authority had allowed only the Indian 

Institute of  Technology (IIT) and the Central Building Research 

Institute (CBRI) to conduct a floor-wise audit of  under-

construction group housing buildings. 

 CSIR-CBRI  

 

òWe have decided to authorise independent structural consultants because IIT and NBCI alone cannot handle the 

pressure of  monitoring hundreds of  building constructions underway in different areas of  Greater Noida. We are 

preparing guidelines for structural consultants to empanel them,ó said Deepak Agarwal, chief executive officer (CEO), 

Greater Noida authority. 

 

The move to allow IIT, CBRI and independent structural consultants for monitoring comes after homebuyers demanded 

strict monitoring to stop tampering of  the layout plans of  group housing buildings. Homebuyers complained that 

changes in building layout plans by developers amounted to cheating as they are not provided the amenities promised at 

the time of  application. 

Earlier, Greater Noida had allowed only IIT and the Central Building Research Institute to conduct floor-wise audits. (Sunil Ghosh/HT File Photo) 



òWe will finalise detailed guidelines in 15 days and start selection of  a panel of  independent structural consultants. We 

will make it clear who can be eligible for the job in the guidelines. We will fix work experience, educational qualification 

and track record so that a consultant works independently,ó said Agarwal. 

 

Earlier, the authority felt that only IITs and CBRI would do the job. However, it came up with the idea of  independent 

consultants after realtorsõ body, Confederation of real estate developers association of India (Credai), objected on the 

ground that two agencies will not be able to deal with so many projects. 

 

Builders have also objected to floor-wise audit on the grounds that it would end up delaying construction. They 

contended that it would take over a month to complete the entire process of  inspection of  each floor. 

 

òInstead of a floor-wise inspection, monitoring will be done phase wise to save time. We will divide each building in 

segments and 20% of a building will be inspected in each phase to save time,ó said Aggarwal. 

 

However, Indresh Gupta, founder of Noida Extension flat ownersõ welfare association, said, òHad the authority officials 

been doing their job honestly, the need for appointing a third party for inspection would not have arisen.ó 
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SWELL WAVES LASH RUSHIKONDA  BEACH 
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òSwell waves are generally witnessed whenever monsoon is vigorous. They come from long distances and when they hit 

the beach, their height will be much bigger than normal waves,ó Principal Scientist in-charge of  National Institute of  

Oceanography Dr. V.S.N. Murthy told The Hindu on Tuesday. 

 

He said the waves carry lot of  energy. The waves are concentrated at Rushikonda. òIf there is any bending, they would 

have landed at RK Beach ð located in the heart of the city,ó he stated. 

 

One of  the two electric poles at Rushikonda beach resorts had fallen flat leaving another to dangle dangerously. The 

marine police outpost also bore the brunt of  the damage with the glass windows of  its first floor getting damaged forcing 

its men to work from the basement. 

 CSIR-NIO  

 
 

The phenomenon is witnessed whenever monsoon is vigorous, says expert 

 

 
Rushikonda ð the most frequented beach in the city for the locals as 

well as tourists ð suffered heavy damage due to swell waves. 

 

The sea surge took away huge deposits of  sand. Experts say swell 

waves also called surface gravity waves originating from Andamans 

and other distant parts have caused the damage. 

 

Sea surge damages electric poles as strong waves march forward at 

Rushikonda beach in Visakhapatnam on Tuesday. ñPhoto: K.R. 

Deepak 

 



A large number of  tourists from West Bengal and Odisha, who generally flock Rushikonda for fun, were shocked to see 

the ferocious-looking tidal waves. As there was no beachfront, they had to spend time from a distant place where some 

vendors were selling eateries. 

 

Marine Police were on high alert to caution tourists not to venture into the sea due to the risks involved. Swell waves are 

also known as surfing waves. Experts say the sand erosion caused by the waves will subside after sometime. 
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CFTRI FOOD HELPS IMPROVE IMMUNITY IN ANGANWADI  KIDS 
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Central Food Research and Training Institute (CFTRI), which has developed a new line of  products with advanced 

nutrition value are helping combat malnutrition among children. The food products are not only easy to use, but are also 

delicious. 

 

This is the first-of-its-kind programme in the state to address malnutrition among children. Four months ago, the 

institute began distributing 7 nutritious foods to the children in 13 anganwadis in Hegdalli, Ramapura and 

Chamalapurada Hundi villages of  Nanjangud taluk. 

 

The department of  women and child development had recently found that the district has about 329 severely 

malnourished children, of  which 100 were in 13 anganwadis in the taluk. CFTRI developed advanced 7 nutritious 

products - rice mix, high-protein rusk, energy food, nutria chikki with spirulina, nutria sprinkle, sesame paste and fortified 

mango bar - containing macro and micro nutrients. 

 

Geetha Lakshmi, child development project officer of  Nanjangud taluk, who is overseeing the project, said: "After we 

added these nutritious foods along with regular menu comprising different types of  sprouts and milk (given under 

Ksheera Bhagya), there has been a positive change in the children's health. Malnourished children gained weight and their 

resistance power (immunity) has also improved. Children who used to fall sick regularly are doing fine now. CFTRI's new 

range and the government-sponsored Ksheera Bhagya are playing an important role in improving the health of  these 

children." 

 

 CSIR-CFTRI  

 



The beneficiaries could sell 20-litre can at Rs. 10, he said. MARS had already offered training to a section of  recovered 

mentally ill people on seaweed cultivation using raft method, he added. 

 

J. Periyar Lenin, Coordinator of  District Mental Health Programme, who is treating mentally ill people at ôDawa-Duaõ, 

an innovative treatment programme with fusion of  prayer and medicine at Erwadi Dargah, said 30 recovered mentally ill 

people were being rehabilitated. 

 

The RO plant would go a long way in helping them earn an additional income and social acceptability, he said. They 

were already producing jute products, pillow covers and paper medicine covers, he added. 

 

Ahead of  launching the programme, anganwadi workers and parents were educated about the project. A year ago, 

Nanjangud district had 710 malnourished children, 270 in the taluk alone. But now, their number in the district has 

dropped to 310 (it is 99 in Nanjangud taluk). The food provided by CFTRI has also ensured good student strength in 

anganwadis too with the dropout rates coming down. "There is more than 50% attendance," she claimed. 

 

"The performance of  malnourished children will be reviewed after six months. The impact of  the programme on their 

health will also be assessed. If  found successful, the food products will be served to malnourished children in the 

district," said Radha, deputy director of  women and child welfare department. The six-month pilot project will end in 

August. 
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