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Why outer ring road bloodiest stretch in Hyderabad? Blame it 

on speed thrill & no vigil
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There'sno booby-trap on Outer Ring Road(ORR),but speeddemonshaveturned the

8-lane expresswaybetweenGachibowli and Shamshabadinto a death-trap with 600

accidentsoccurring in four years. At least44 accidentsoccurredon the stretch in 2016

alone. While 700peoplewereinjured in accidentssince2012, 50peoplehavedied.

With accidentson the rise,HyderabadMetropolitan DevelopmentAuthority (HMDA)

asked Central Road ResearchInstitute (CRRI) to conduct a road-safety audit to

determinemajor causeof accidentsand identify most-vulnerablelocationson ORR. It

also sought possiblesolutions. "CRRI has given us a draft report on road safety,

seekingour remarks,"HMDA metropolitancommissionerT Chiranjeevulutold STOI.

Officials said the institute was askedto study 15 to 16 aspectsof ORR accidents,

including primary causes,engineeringdefects,curves,vehicleand driver condition at

time of accidentand the tragedy sites. HMDA provided data on accidents,traffic

volume,compositionof vehiclesandphysicaldetailsof ORR suchasinterchangesand

serviceroads.

The study wasconductedover four months from September2016. CRRI collectedall

availabledata and sent teamsto visit various stretcheson ORR for primary on-field

data.
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"ORR is designedfor a maximumspeedof 120km per hour, especiallyon Lanes1 and

2. But analysisof accidentsrevealedsomehavebeendriving at 208 km/hour. Even

small cars were found speedingat 110 km per hour when accidentshappened. Most

accidentswerereportedon Gachibowli-Shamshabadstretchastraffic volumeis high on

this 24-km stretch,"saidHMDA chief generalmanagerB AnandMohan.

The report alsoattributed most accidentsto wrong-lanedriving to accessORR from

serviceroads. For instance,villagers of Kollur werefound to beusing an illegal ramp

to accessORRwhile going towardsVelumala.

Also,drivers werefoundto beat fault for not giving propersignalsin caseof a vehicle

breakdown. In suchcases,drivers needto take precautionslike switching on parking

lights to warn others. The study found most peoplefailed to do so, thereby putting

everyoneat risk.

"CRRI also gave suggestionsto prevent accidents. These include providing optical

speedbars,double-crashbarriersandtransferof barmarking," saidAnandMohan.



Pune: Professor Ashutosh Sharma addresses CSIR-NCL 

foundation day
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Prof Sharma said scientists convert some of the resources into knowledge and

someof this knowledge hasto be converted back to resources.

CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory (CSIR-NCL), Pune, celebrated its 67th

FoundationDay. ProfessorAshutoshSharma,Secretary,Departmentof Scienceand

Technology,New Delhi, deliveredthe CSIR-NCL FoundationDay lectureonòScience,

TechnologyandInnovation: Closingthe Circleof Knowledgeó.

Prof Sharmasaidscientistsconvert someof the resourcesinto knowledgeand some

of this knowledgehasto beconvertedbackto resources. He alsodiscussedthe role of

creativity,out-of-box thinking andcommonsensein scienceandinventions.

He suggestedyoungerstudentspresentin the hall that 30 percentof our time mustgo

not only for the incrementalwork but for somemoreprofoundthinking whereonecan

challengethe foundationsof oneõsknowledge. He alsohighlighted how sciencehelps

solvemanydaily issues.

Nowadays,the focus has shifted solving problemswith scienceand technology. We

need to be able to communicateacrossdifferent boundariesof science. He further

talked about the power of lateral thinking, creativity and even common sensein

solvingscientificproblems.
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Tremendous scope for research in pharma sector: industry 

experts 
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A national seminarñ ôBio-Adhyayan 2k17 ñ a cutting edge for new horizons in

scienceõñ wasorganisedby the Avanthi DegreeCollegewhereseveralspeakersfrom

the industry explainedthe enormousscopeof the pharmaceuticalindustry and the

opportunitiesfor researchandemployment.

S. Chandra Sekhar, director, Indian Institute of ChemicalTechnology (IICT) and

National Institute of PharmaceuticalEducation and Research(NIPER), Hyderabad,

wasthe chief guestat the event,while K. RajaBhanu, assistantdirector,Drugs Control

Administration, was the guest of honour. Other speakersincludedB. Dinesh Kumar,

deputy director at the National Institute of Nutrition ; R.B.N. Prasadfrom the IICT,

andCh. S.R. Sharmaof SanthaBiotechnics.

Dr. Sekharsaid scientistsnever retire, unlike IT professionals,and sciencewas an

evergreensubjectthus providing immenseopportunities in the future. He said India

preparesthe cheapestdrug for HIV patients.

Speakerssaidonlinepharmacieswasa newtrend with reasonableprofits. They saidRs.

1.15 lakh crore worth of medicineswere being exportedto 180 countriesacrossthe

globe.

Anakapally MP M. Srinivas Rao, chairman,Avanthi Group; M. Priyanka, general

secretary,andI. SravanKumar,managingdirector of the institute, alsospoke.
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Tableux themed on govt schemes on display at Republic Day 

parade 
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A total of 23 tableauxwere on display at the ceremonialparadewith 17 of them

belongingto variousstatesandUnion Territories.

Central governmentschemesand campaignssuch as Beti BachaoBeti Padhao, Skill

India, PradhanMantri Awas Yojna and Clean India Green India were someof the

themesof tableauxat the 68th RepublicDay paradehere.

A total of 23 tableauxwere on display at the ceremonialparadewith 17 of them

belongingto variousstatesandUnion Territories.

Six tableaux from Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME),

Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation, Ministry of Skill Development,

Central Board of Exciseand Customs,Council of Scientificand Industrial Research

and Central Public Works Department(CPWD) found placein the colourful caravan

on Rajpath.

Goodsand ServicesTax (GST) -- the biggest tax reform initiate in the country, was

showcasedby the Ministry of Finance'stableauwhile the MSME tableaushowcased

measuresadoptedunder Prime Minister's Employment Generationprogrammeand

Khadiprogrammethrough KhadiandVillage IndustriesCommission.

Statesregistering their presencethis year includedGoa,Odisha,Delhi, Tripura, West

Bengal,ArunachalPradesh,Maharashtra,Manipur, Gujarat, Lakshadweep,Karnataka,

HimachalPradesh,Haryana,Punjab,Tamil Nadu,JammuandKashmirandAssam.
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Arunachal'sYak dance,Karnataka'sfolk dances,Tamil Nadu'sdance'Karakattam' and

Tripura's tribal dance'Hojagiri' were representedin the tableau of the respective

states,while Punjabshowcased"JagoAiya" -- a centuriesold festivedancewhich takes

placethe night beforeaPunjabiwedding.

Delhi's tableau,which waspart of the paradeafter three years,wasset up asa model

governmentschoolto portray the "transformation" in state-run schoolsandthe recent

initiatives takenby the governmentin the educationsector.

The themeof Haryana'stableauwasbasedon the popular "Beti bachaobeti padhao"

campaign,while Goa'sfocusedon the state'smusicalheritage.

Lakshadweep,which participatedin the paradeafter 23 years,portrayed itself as an

unexploreddestinationfor "adventuresport-naturetourism" with premierdiving spots,

rich eco-system,marinewealth,coral reefs,silver sandybeachesandpristine waters.

Embellishedwith colourful, aromatic flowers, the tableau of CPWD displayedthe

themeof "CleanIndia-GreenIndia" to spreadthe messageof acleanandgreennation.

The "Skill India" tableauhighlighted the initiatives, programmesandachievementsof

the Ministry of Skill Developmentand Entrepreneurshipto achievethe objectiveof

skilled India.

The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research(CSIR)'stableaudepictedvarious

successfulprojectsfrom its 38nationallaboratories.

The tableauof Jammuand Kashmir showcasedwinter sports at Gulmarg and Assam

portrayedthe holy shrineof Kamakhya.
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Geoscience awards for two NGRI scientists
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N. PurnachandraRao,Chief Scientistat the National GeophysicalResearchInstitute

(NGRI), hasbeenselectedfor NationalGeoscienceAward by the Ministry of Mines for

the year2016in the field of Geophysics.

A. KeshavKrishna of NGRI hasbeenselectedfor National GeoscienceAward by the

Ministry of Mines for 2016 in the field of Geo-environmental studies in applied

geosciences. He is working asascientistin geochemistryresearchgroup.
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